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C.Q. Pros secutions Get Underwa ay 





Sereda Faces Shen Difficulties 


The Immigration and Naturalization Service has 
started new proceedings against Vasyl Sereda in an effort 
to deport him. The proceedings were started almost 
immediately after the Board of Immigration Appeals 
ruled that Sereda could not be deported as a person who 
had committed a crime involving moral turpitude (See 
NEWS NOTES, September, 1953). 

The new case is based on a section of the McCarran 
Act which allows the Attorney-General to declare an alien 
to be an undesirable person, and therefore subject to 
deportation, by reason of violation of any one of a num- 
ber of laws named, including the draft law. A hearing 
will be held on the matter October 13. Screda will be 
defended by Oliver Stone of Washington, D.C., who 
successfully handled the previous immigration case. 

Sereda is a conscientious cbjeches who is a dis- 
placed person from the Polish Ukraine. He is a religious 
objector, a member of the Ukrainian Baptist Church in 
Newark, N. J., and he has the support of his church. 
Some other members of the denomination also take the 
conscientious objector position. 


Sereda Sentenced in Virginia 


Sereda was sentenced in U. S. District Court in 
Lynchburg, Va., to 314 years in prison for failure to 
report for induction into the army. He had not been 
in touch with any C.O. counselors at that time, and his 
limited knowledge of English could not get him through 
the complexities of the selective service forms. 

Although Sereda was eligible for parole the middle 
of August, his application was denied by the Board of 
Parole. The application will probably be reconsidered 
in three months. Sereda is serving his sentence in the 
Federal Reformatory in Petersburg, Va. He is assigned 
to the bakery crew at the reformatory and always reports 
to CCCO that he is getting along fine. 

In spite of his difficulties with Selective Service, 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service, and the 
United States Board of Parole, Sereda holds no grudge 
against the government. He is anxious to remain in the 
United States with his father and mother and two sisters. 
A job is waiting for him in a tailor shop whenever he 
is released from prison. 

The Sereda family came to the United States to 
work on a farm in Virginia. When the owner of the 
farm died they moved to Newark, N. J. for other employ- 
ment. 


Second Prosecutions, Probation 
and Acquitials Mark Court Sessions 


A larger number of C.O. prosecutions are underway 
in the courts this fall than at any other time since the 
enactment of the Selective Service Act of 1948. The 
increase is primarily due to the backlog of cases which 
was built up pending the decision of the Nugent and 
Packer case by the Supreme Court. Since that decision 
was announced just ahead of the summer court recess the 
delayed prosecutions are just getting into court. Among 
the first cases prosecuted in the fall sessions were two 
resulting in acquittals and two with probation sentences 
being given following conviction. 


Richard Ellington was acquitted in St. Louis, Mo., 
by Judge Ruby Hulen on September 23. Ellington was 
charged with refusal to submit to induction. His case 
was unusual jn that it was processed through the C.O. 
appeal procedure without any special form for conscien- 
tious objectors (SSS 150) being in the file. Ellington 
had not requested the form on his first questionnaire, 
although he later made an oral request for it. The fact 
that the form was not in the file won the acquittal. He 
was represented in court by Ivan Light of St. Louis. 


Judge Allan K. Grim ruled on September 28 that 
there was no basis in fact for the I-A-O classification 
given Barton Harrison by the Ohio State Selective Ser- 
vice Appeal Board. Harrison had requested a I-O classi- 
fication as an objector to both combatant and non-com- 
batant duty in the armed forces. The I-A-O classifica- 
tion would have placed him in the army medical service, 
so he refused to submit to induction. Harrison had 
registered in Ohio when a student at Oberlin College. 
The case was tried in Philadelphia because the induction 
order had been transferred to the Philadelphia area. 
Lewis M. Stevens, Philadelphia city Councilman, and 
William Rahill represented Harrison in court. 


Probation Granted Two Men 


Probation is not often granted to C.O0.’s, but two 
men were placed on probation by West Coast courts 
recently. August 3rd Harry Donske, a Molokan, was 
convicted of refusal to submit to induction. Judge Leon 
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Michigan LW’s Save Waicloois 


Prompt action by two conscientious objectors as- 
signed to work at Michigan State College saved the lives 
of two fellow employees recently. A bull belonging to 
an artificial breeders’ association attacked a_non-I-W 
employee in a barn located at the college. The bull was 
goring the employee when Herman Kauffman, a I-W, 
rushed in with a pitchfork to chase the enraged animal 
away from the man. The barn foreman entered the fray 
carrying a piece of pipe, but he also was knocked down 
by the bull. 


Then Homer Yoder, another I-W employee, also 
came to the assistance of the men. Together the I-W’s 
kept the bull away from the two injured men until addi- 
tional help came. The first employee gored had several 
bones broken and would have been killed except for the 
I-W men. 

Michigan Selective Service officials have commend- 
ed Kauffman and Yoder for their heroic action. 

(Editor’s note--This story would have met the 
classic definition of news if the bull had thrown the con- 
scientious objectors.) 





Press Agents of the Pentagon 


John Swomley has done another good job of docu- 
menting the development of the militarization of this 
country in his latest pamphlet, Press Agents of the 
Pentagon (National Council Against Conscription, 1013 
18th Street N.W., Washington 6, D.C., 35c). This is one 
of a series of NCAC pamphlets done by John Swomley 
which have shown the growth of militarism into various 
areas of American life. 

The organization of the material presented and the 
thorough scope of it can best be shown by listing the 
chapter headings as follows: The Growth of Military 
Publicity, The Extent of Military Publicity, The Purpose 
of Military Publicity, Personnel and Personnel Training, 
Techniques of Military Publicity, Content of Military 
Propaganda, and UMT--A Case Study in Military 
Propaganda. . 

The information reported is gleaned from official 
military releases, Congressional committee reports, news- 
papers, and other public sources. The facts are so well 
documented that the reader will appreciate the author’s 
consideration in listing the 142 footnotes at the end of 
the pamphlet instead of throughout the 50 pages of text. 
‘Typical of the facts reported is that the Army was 
the third largest advertiser in the nation in 1946. In 
addition to the large amount of advertising purchased, 
the Army estimated that it got ten to twenty times as 
much public service or free advertising as it paid for. 

Some of the activities of the military in influencing 
public opinion are clearly illegal and have been branded 
as such by Congressional committees, apparently without 
much effect. 

Swomley concludes that the use by the armed forces 
of “Millions of dollars for public relations and thousands 
of persons employed to mold public thought constitute a 
serious threat to democracy.” 


Einstein Lauds War Resisters 


The twenty-fourth annual conference of the War 
Resisters League met at Camp Goodwill, Butler, N. J., 
September 12 and 13. The main address was made by 
Victor Yates, a pacifist who is a Member of Parliament 


in England. 

Albert Einstein sent a message to the conference in 
which he stated, “The War Resisters League serves an 
important purpose. There are many independent indi- 
viduals: in all countries to whom the saying ‘War is a 
crime against Humanity’ is no empty phrase. They 
would rather submit to penalties and social ostracism 
than act against their consciences. 

“The War Resisters League is important because, 
by union, it relieves courageous and resolute individuals 
of the paralysing feeling of isolation and loneliness, and 
in this way gives them moral support in the fulfillment 
of what they consider their duty. 

“The existence of such a moral elite is indispensable 
for the preparation of a fundamental change in public 
opinion, a change which, under present-day circum- 
stances, is absolutely necessary if humanity is to survive.” 





Right to Speak Upheld 


Pacifist speakers arrested at a street meeting in 
Philadelphia sponsored by the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion have won their cases on appeal.- The cases of four 
other participants arrested and fined were dismissed pre- 
viously (See NEWS NOTES, September, 1953). Judge 
E. Leroy Van Roden sustained the appeal of Charles 
Walker and Howard Hallman following the admission 
of the district attorney that the testimony did not support 
the convictions. 

The police had charged that the meeting blocked 
traffic on the sidewalk and street. All other witnesses, 
both pacifists and spectators, denied this allegation. The 
district attorney filed a memorandum of law with the 
court in which it was admitted that “There was no emer- 
gency which justified an invasion by police of the defend- 
ants’ rights of exercise of freedom of speech.” 

Following the court’s decision the FOR held another 
street meeting at the-same place. At this meeting the 
police attended to direct traffic. 





Registrant to Get FBI Resume 


Registrants who appeal for C.O. classification will 
now be given a resume of the FBI report in their cases. 
The Department of Justice has apparently made this 
change in procedure as a result of the recent litigation on 
the use of the secret “evidence.” A resume of both fav- 
orable and unfavorable information collected by the FBI 
will be sent the registrant by the Hearing Officer. The 
resume will be furnished automatically without any re- 
quest from the registrant. 

Previously registrants have only been told the gen- 
eral nature of the information tending to defeat their 
claim. 


ie 
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Briefly Noted 


Drs. J. Maurice Howlett and Marjorie Howlett were 
granted citizenship in Detroit by Judge Arthur A. Kos- 
cinski on September 16. The Howletts took the pacifist 
oath under the 1940 naturalization law, because their 
petitions were pending at the time the present McCarran 
Act went into effect. The Howletts are members of the 
Methodist Church and were formerly citizens of Canada. 

# * * 


The Franklin D. Roosevelt Foundation award for the 
best book in the field of government and human welfare 
has been given to Conscription of Conscience by Mulford 
Sibley and Philip Jacob. For a review of the book see 
NEWS NOTES for December, 1952. 

* e *~*8 

Gordon Ray Carey, a C.O. who was arrested in Cali- 
fornia, received considerable publicity when he appeared 
before the U.S. Commissioner in a wheelchair. In a let- 
ter to his friends explaining his reasoning Carey wrote, 
“T felt that I could not voluntarily go with the FBI agents 
because in so doing I would help to arrest myself. I 
talked with them, explained my position and said that I 
could not walk to jail with them. I was carried to their 
car and at the Federal Building in Los Angeles, I was 
transported in a wheelchair through the process of book- 
ing and finally I was dragged to a cell. I did not walk 


until I was transferred to the county jail.” 
* * * 


. Don-Crouse, a Jehovah’s witness, has been arrested 
in Indiana for refusal to submit to induction. Crouse has 
been receiving a considerable amount of publicity be- 
cause he is well known in the area as a bowler. He re- 
cently bowled a 300 game. 

* = * 

The Army received so many volunteer doctors fol- 
lowing the August draft call for physicians that draft 
calls for doctors have been suspended for an indefinite 
period. The Army has even offered 500 recently com- 


missioned medical officers to the Navy and Air Force. 
* = x 


The State of South Dakota is using C.O. assignees 
for work in Custer State Park. The men are being paid 
$10 per month plus $1 per day subsistence. Most of the 
men involved are Hutterites, and they are apparently 
satisfied with the financial arrangements. 

* * * 

Attorney-General Herbert Brownell has issued or- 
ders to all United States Attorneys to oppose the accep- 
tance of pleas of Nolo Contendere. It is the judge 
involved, rather than the United States Attorney, who 
has the final word on whether or not a Nolo plea will be 
accepted, but the advise of the United States Attorney 
is often followed. Previous to the order a number of 
C.0.’s did plead Nolo. Many judges may continue to 
accept Nolo pleas in C.O. cases, but it is too soon after 
the new order to know. 

* * * 

Judge Carroll C. Hincks was elevated to the Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals October 3 by President Eisen- 
hower. Judge Hincks, formerly of the U.S. District Court 
for Conn., has been ruling consistently that the FBI 
report should be disclosed to C.O. registrants. 


PROSECUTIONS UNDERWAY 


(Continued from page 1) 


Yankwich of Los Angeles sentenced Donske to three years 
on probation. 


Edward French, a Harvard student, was sentenced 
to two years on probation by Judge Gus J. Solomon in 
U.S. District Court in Portland, Ore., September 8. 
French originally sought I-O classification, although he 
later decided he could not accept conscription for civilian 
work. His board classified him I-A, and he refused to 
report for induction. Judge Solomon had never before 
granted probation in a Selective Service case. In this 
instance the judge concluded that both society and French 
would gain more from probation than a prison sentence. 

Neither Donske nor French was given any special 
conditions with the probation sentences. 


Second Prosecutions Resumed 


In spite of vigorous protests by many groups and 
individuals the Department of Justice is continuing to 
sentence C.O.’s following their release from prison. So 
far the second prosecutions involve men who refuse all 
cooperation with Selective Service. These C.O.’s serve 
their first sentence for refusal to register and a second 
for refusal to report for induction. 


Vail Palmer, CCCO administrative assistant, was 
tried by Judge Allan K. Grim in Philadelphia October 1. 
Palmer previously served a one-year sentence in the 
Federal Correctional Institution at Danbury, Conn. The 
defense attorney, Harrop Freeman, a Professor of Law 
at Cornell University, contended that Palmer had been 
denied due process of law because when he was classified 
the local board had ample evidence to give him a IV-D 
as a full time theological student or a IV-F as a felon 
because of the previous selective service conviction or a 
I-O as a conscientious objector. Judge Grim agreed that 
Palmer was obviously eligible for these classifications 
and perhaps also II-S as a student. However, Grim over- 
ruled a motion for acquittal because Palmer had not 
exhausted his administrative remedies. Bail was con- 
tinued pending filing of briefs on the motion for 
acquittal. 


Six other second prosecution cases are pending. 
These cases include Paul and David Seaver in Philadel- 
phia and the four Doty brothers in Minnesota. The 
Seavers have entered Nolo pleas but have not been sen- 
tenced. The Dotys have been arrested but not yet tried. 
All six of these objectors are free on bond at the present 
time. 


A. J. Muste of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Harrop Freeman representing the American Friends Ser- 
vice Committee and Lyle Tatum of CCCO visited officials 
of the Department of Justice September 28 in an effort 
to get the policy on second prosecutions changed. A let- 
ter from the National Council of Churches supporting 
the delegation was also sent to the Department of Justice. 
The officials reported that they did not like second prose- 
cutions, but appare ntly there will be no change in the 


policy. 
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THE COURT REPORTER 
I PROSECUTIONS 
Sentences confirmed since last issue 
3-20-53 Marvin Watkins, 4 years, (Missouri) 
‘4-29-53 Kenneth Wallace, 1 yr., (Mobile, Ala.) 
Judge Daniel Thomas, Sentence started 
6-10-53 
-20-53. Harold Bohlman, 2 yrs., 
-12-53 Kenneth Owens, 3 yrs., (Missouri) 


(Minnesota) 


Angeles, Cal.) Judge Leon Yankwich 
Sentence reduced 
6-16-53 Kenneth Wallace, from 1 year to six 
months, (Mobile, Ala.) Judge Daniel 
Thomas 
Convictions since last issue 
9-8-53 Edward French, 2 yrs. probation, (Port- 
land, Ore.) Judge Gus J. Solomon 
9-29-53 Wilmer Derstine, no sentence pending 
argument on motion for acquittal over- 
ruled at trial, (Philadelphia, Pa.) Judge 
Allan Grim 
Vail Palmer, no sentence pending argu- 
ment on motion for acquittal overruled 
at trial, (Philadelphia, Pa.) Judge Allan 
Grim 
Acquittals 
9-23-53 Richard Ellington, (St. Louis, Mo.) 
Judge Ruby Hulen 
9-28-53 Barton Harrison, (Philadelphia, Pa.) 
Judge Allan Grim 
Sentence started, previously convicted 
9-14-53 Andrew Borisuk 
Arrests since last issue 
California—Charles Crawford, Gordon Carey, 
Glenn James 
Indiana-—Carl Nead 
New York— Bert Resnick 
(All prosecutions for refusal to report for or sub- 
mit to induction unless otherwise noted.) 
Il RELEASED FROM PRISON 
On parole 
8-20-53. Gordon Oehser 
9-11-53 Kenneth Wallace 
III MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 
Ashland, Ky.— Clifford Walter, Don Begeman 
Danbury, Conn.—Wilbert Wilson, James Wenger, 
Gene Sharp 


3-8 Harry Donske, 3 yrs. probation, (Los 


Police Apologize for Arrests 


The assistant police commisstoner for New York 
City, Frank Fristensky, Jr., officially apologized Septem- 
ber 28, 1953, for the arrest of pacifists in 1947. The 
belated apolog y went to Annette Richards of West 
Chester, Pa.,.and Robert McKelvey of Mount Vernon, 
N. Y. Miss Richards and McKelvey were charged with 
disorderly conduct and arrested on the orders of Fristen- 
sky for participating in a poster walk at Grand Central 
Station in New York City. The poster walk was con- 
ducted when the Freedom Train was on display at the 
station. The demonstrators were requesting amnesty for 
conscientious objectors. 

The charge of disorderly conduct was dismissed by 
a magistrate. Miss Richards and McKelvey then sued 
Fristensky for $10,000 for false arrest. The false arrest 
case did not get into court until this spring. At -that 
time Judge Louis A. Valente offered to negotiate a settle- 
ment. The settlement by apology resulted. 

Fristensky stated for the court record, “I regret that 
I ordered the arrest of these persons. I apologize for any 
inconvenience and discomfort they have suffered.” 





iaiadad: Ariz.—Don Rowland 

La Tuna, Tex.—Jack Jenewin 

Milan, Mich.—Robert Suydam, Richard Smith, 
Richard Collard, Omen Swenson 

Mill Point, W.Va.—Loy Imboden 

McNeil Island, Wash.—Richard Barrett, Hubert 
Barnes, Glenn Peters, Robert Tyrell, 
Martin Mayden, Ernest Holmes, Robert 
McCorkle, Nehemiah Ames, Gerald Bul- 
lis, Monty Prothero, Vern Dawson 

Petersburg, Va.—Larry Atkins, Vasyl Sereda, 
Philip Mulligan, Janney Wilson 

Springfield, Mo.—Robert Starkweather, Clarence 
Bryan, Ted Head, Edward Johnson, 
Ervie Daniels, Marvin Watkins. Harold 
Bohlman, Kenneth Owens 

Tucson, Ariz.—Fred Hildebrand, Elden Taylor, 
Gaetano Brancaleone, Dan Talmachoff 

Institutions not verified—Faetano Ranclioni, An- 
drew Borisuk 

Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 to 

date: 218 (This is a minimum number, since 

J.W.’s and Muslims are not included, and we miss 

a few.) 
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